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to take advantage of the opportunity "to induce him to
support us in our Balkan policy as intended,"9 i.ev winning
Bulgaria and preserving peace in the Balkans. In his con-
flict with Berchtold, Tisza wanted to play German influence
in favor of his own diplomatic peace program against
Berchtold's new and reckless war program. But Berchtold
proceeded to take this very arrow out of Tisza's quiver,
and use it, as we shall see, against Tisza himself.
In view of the unreliability of Rumania as an ally, and
"the increasing dangers to the Dual Monarchy after the
Balkan Wars, Tisza had drawn up a memoir in March,
1914. In this he set forth a program of peace, recuperation,
and diplomatic readjustment in the Balkans, which he laid
before Francis Joseph and Berchtold, and which he hoped
would be adopted as the basis of a well-considered Austrian
and German policy in the Balkans, It may be summarized
as follows.10
The Balkan Wars and the Peace of Bucharest have
created for Austria-Hungary an intolerable situation. Un-
til this is improved there can be no real lasting peace. On
the other hand, the general exhaustion and dismay have
been too great to allow any advantageous military action
in the immediate future. Hatreds and passions lie in the
way of a sound, correct judgment of one's own interests,
as well as of those of one's neighbors. The over-confidence
of the victor impairs correct judgments, just as much as
the bitterness of the vanquished. Austria cannot come to
a correct appreciation of her own worth nor command a
corresponding respect for her interests and advice among
the Balkan States until the smoke has cleared away and
9 Tisza to Francis Joseph, July 1; A.R.B., I, 2. Cf. also the post-War
statements of Berchtold, Hoyos, Wiesner, Jagow, and Zimmerman, in
Current History, July, 1928, pp. 626-636.
lOFraknoi, pp. 7-13, gives the German text, which Tisaa sent to
Vienna. A German and English translation of the Tisza's original Mag-
var text is given by Marczali in Am. Hist. Rev., XXIX, 303-310, Jan., 192i